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Welcome—~0ctober 2008

We’re living through some un-
precedented and scary times: if
you are a landlord or running a
business it’s now about survival.

Regardless of whether your
properties are in negative equity,
and it only really matters if you
are forced to sell, it’s about re-
ducing your costs and keeping
the rental income flowing.

Just like the stock market, prop-
erty prices are depressed and still
falling, but they will return.
When they do, opportunities will
abound for those with the re-
sources, but I would recommend
the adventurous investors sit on
their hands for now. In the mean-
time, routes to survival:

- Consider managing your prop-
erty yourself and save on agent’s
fees. If you do use agents make
sure you know exactly what you
sign up to and negotiate hard on
fees and renewals costs.

- Know your local market and
the demand / supply balance and
price your rents conservatively
to avoid the voids and retain
your tenants longer.

- Select your tenants very care-
fully and avoid panic lettings—a
bad tenant can be far more ex-

pensive than a void—do tenant
checks and follow a good

screening system

- Treat your tenants well and
deal with them in a profes-
sional manner as you would
want to be dealt with your-
self—remember you are pro-
viding a consumer service.

- Don’t delay or penny-pinch
on repairs—tenants rent to
avoid the worry of repair
bills—don’t disappoint them.

- Go through hell and high
water to get the best mortgage
deals—research and consult
brokers and finance compa-
nies—there are deals out there.

- Make sure your landlord
insurance is adequate—
accident claims can be horren-
dous - and consider rent guar-
antee and legal cover, espe-
cially if you are highly geared.

- Make sure you meet all your
legal obligations, especially
the new ones such as Licens-
ing, Deposit Protection and
EPCs—fines can be high.

- If you do find yourself in
financial difficulties, hanging
on in there, if you can, is pref-
erable to crystallising losses
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now. Always keep your lender
informed and get help and ad-
vice. Consider a second job,
taking in lodgers, and cut spend-
ing to the bone—short-term pain
is preferable to long-term debt.

Two reports on the Private
Rental Sector (PRS) have been
published recently: The Law
Commission’s long awaited:
Encouraging Responsible Let-
ting, and The DCLG commis-
sioned report from the Univer-
sity of York—Review of the
Private Rental Sector.

Despite press comments to the
contrary, | see these reports as
being positive for landlords:
they confirm the basic efficacy
of the current legal regime,
they call for voluntary as op-
posed to more statutory regula-
tion and they acknowledge the
importance of the PRS.

A small proportion of rogue
landlords cause problems, but
the resources to tackle these
are and will remain in short
supply. Tom Entwistle

October 2008 Newsletter Topic—Fire Risk Assessments

The Regulatory Reform (Fire
Safety) Order 2005 may not
mean a lot to most landlords, and
indeed most landlords will not be
directly affected by it.

However, if you are involved
with HMOs, multi-occupied
residential buildings such as
some types of student accommo-
dation or commercial lettings
such as shops, offices or work-
shops in multi-unit buildings,

then you need to be aware of this.

The new Regulatory Reform
(Fire Safety) Order came into
force October 2006, and any
business or affected domestic
premises owners failing to com-
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ply face serious legal conse-
quences including hefty fines
or, in the event of a fire-related
fatality, imprisonment.

However, despite this threat a
surveys show that around 35
percent of businesses in Eng-
land and Wales are still un-
aware of how the new reform
will affect them, whilst nearly
50 percent of those surveyed
have admitted they are uncer-
tain as to how they go about
making sure they are compli-
ant.

Content for this month’s news-
letter has been supplied by
Darren Baird DMS, MI-

FireE, MIFSM of Total Fire
Service (Services) Limited.

All their fire safety consultants
are from extensive fire service
backgrounds with industry rec-
ognised qualifications.

Initial TFS consultations and on-
site advice about meeting your
legal requirements under the
FSO are totally free.

Despite the fact that in theory
landlords and business owners
can do their own risk assess-
ments, a professional service
such as TFS takes care of a lot
of the time consuming paper-
work and uncertainty of DIY.
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What is the New Fire Safety Law?

On the 1st of October 2006 the
Regulatory Reform (Fire
Safety) Order 2005 (FSO) be-
came law in England and Wales
(similar legislation, the Fire Scot-
land Act 2005 is in force in Scot-
land)

It has replaced over 100 existing
areas of fire safety legislation.

Nearly all fire safety related laws
are now contained within this one
single Order.

The FSO applies to virtually all
premises apart from private
dwellings such as your own home
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and single residential rental prop-
erties plus certain other special
premises, though multi-occupied
residential rentals do apply.

If you have some control over a
premises e.g. employer, owner,
managing agent, landlord or occu-
pier you may be designated as a
"responsible person™ under the
FSO for fire safety matters within
and in the vicinity of the prem-
ises.

Your control as landlord may be
confined to common areas, but in
commercial lettings this may in-

volve some element of shared
control / responsibility with the
responsible persons from indi-
vidual let units.

Generally, commercial tenants
are responsible for their own
units and the landlord for any
common areas, but there may
be overlaps where systems
such as fire alarms, gas sys-
tems and fire-fighting equip-
ment are involved.

In these situations the landlord
must co-ordinate all the ten-
ants’ activities to ensure that
the building as a whole is safe.
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Implications for Property Landlords

The Fire Safety Order (FSO)
applies to the common areas of
residential blocks of flats or
apartments and also Houses in
Multiple Occupation, where the
Landlord would be deemed as
the responsible person.

This is where they have
“control” over any common
areas.

Landlord responsibilities would
also apply to common areas of
multi-occupied commercial
premises such as office blocks
and retail premises.

The common area would in-
clude any fire alarm, emergency
lighting or fire-fighting equip-
ment provided in the premises.

The Landlord has a legal re-

sponsibility under Article 9 of
the FSO to conduct a suitable
and sufficient fire risk assess-
ment of the common areas.

Likewise, individual commer-
cial tenants have a responsibil-
ity to carry out risk assessments
for their own units.

The significant findings of the
assessment must be recorded if
five or more persons are em-
ployed, however it is recom-
mended that the findings are
recorded in all cases so that in
the event of a fire, due diligence
can be demonstrated under the
FSO.

Under Acrticle 17 the Order
states the responsible person has
a duty to ensure that “the prem-

ises and facilities, equip-
ment and devices provided
are subject to a suitable
system of maintenance, in
an efficient state, in effi-
cient working order and in
good repair”

Landlords must ensure that
suitable annual mainte-
nance contracts and report-
ing/actioning of defects are
in place for any fire alarm,
emergency lighting sys-
tems and fire fighting
equipment within their
control.

A suitable system for the
weekly testing and re-
cording of the operation of
fire alarm systems should
be in place.

CoverdlLetProperty
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What is a Fire Risk Assessment?

A fire risk assessment is a sys-
tematic evaluation of the prem-
ises identifying hazards, or
potential hazards and determin-
ing the likelihood (risk) that
such hazards will cause harm.

The assessment must be con-
stantly reviewed and adjusted if
necessary to meet any changing
circumstances; it is not a one
off procedure.

It must be reviewed on a regu-
lar basis, however no specific
time scale is given within the
Order.

It states that the assessment
should be "reviewed regularly
and kept up to
date...particularly if there is
reason to suspect that it is no
longer valid or there have been
significant changes in the mat-
ters to which it relates" (Article
9 (3) of the Order)

We would normally recom-
mend that a review is con-
ducted at least every 12 months
in most premises.

Competence

Under the Order any Landlord
essentially has three options,
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(1) conduct the fire risk as-
sessment themselves,

(2) instruct an employee to
do it on their behalf or

(3) employ the services of
an external fire safety con-
sultant.

The FSO states that a com-
petent person, who has had
suitable training and possess
sufficient knowledge to per-
form this function, must
conduct the Fire Risk As-
sessment.

It is the responsible person’s
duty to ensure that the fire
risk assessment is conducted
by a competent person.

The Fire Service will not
conduct your fire risk as-
sessment for you.

What is involved in doing a
Fire Risk Assessment:

The main aspects are to
identify:

Hazards—anything that can
start a fire, things which will

burn and any substances
which will intensify a fire.

Secondly to identify people

at risk.

Thirdly, to evaluate, remove
or reduce this risk.

Fourthly, recording, review-
ing and revising fire safety
plans.

For practical purposes the
responsible person in a build-
ing will carry out (or arrange
to be carried out) an annual
Fire Risk Assessment includ-
ing:

- Identification of all possible
sources of ignition and com-
bustion

- Appraisal and regular testing
of existing fire detection and
warning systems

- Appraisal of escape routes
and evacuation procedures

- Appraisal of fire sighage
and emergency lights

- Appraisal of staff fire train-
ing

- Appraisal of the emergency
plan

- Appraisal of servicing rou-
tines on fire safety equipment
and the keeping of adequate
records.

TenantVERIFY® — New Improved Service

Landlords and letting agents
increasingly appreciate the bene-
fits of a fast, reliable tenant
verification service.

The TenantVERIFY® service
has recently undergone consider-
able service improvements, mak-
ing the system faster, more reli-
able and easier to use.

- Secure on-line Account Sys-
tem.
- Accurately tracks progress

- Full telephone support.
- Secure on-line payments.

- Basic Checks processed in 2
hours if submitted within busi-
ness hours.

- Comprehensive Checks
and Referencing - the target is
2 working days, maximum.

- Accelerated (Fast) Compre-
hensive Checks - these can be
done as a same day service.

- International Checks - one
of the best and most compre-
hensive checking systems you
will find on people living
abroad.

- Limited Company and
Business Tenant Checks.

- Tenant applied-for Pre-
Checks - tenants process their
own checks, saving them time
and the worry of disclosing

personal details to others.

- Deposit Guarantee - Ten-
ancy Deposit alternative - in-
surance.

- Rent Guarantee and Legal
Expenses - insurance.

- Tenant Tracing - offered on
a no find, no fee basis.

- Debt Collection - a profes-
sional debt recovery service.

If you have not already done so
register for a FREE account
We continually strive to im-
prove, so please help by com-
pleting our 60 second survey
when you use the service.
www. TenantVERIFY.co.uk

CoverdlLetProperty
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Accountz is the fastest per-
sonal and business bookkeep-
ing software you will find.
It’s also the easiest to use.
You know the feeling: pile of
receipts to enter, all jumbled
up, it's the last thing you feel
like doing, right? Well, Per-
sonal and Business Accountz
will change your outlook.

We’ve been using it for 2
years now and it beats more
expensive systems hands
down—LandlordZONE

LANDI ga\n@'

Rent Guarantee
(£10,000) and Legal
Protection (£25,000) -
12 months for £116.56
with a TenantVERIFY
comprehensive check.
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Competence and Duties of the Responsible Person

The FSO states that a competent
person (not necessarily an ex-
pert but someone with an under-
standing of best practice and an
awareness of their limitations),
must conduct the Fire Risk As-
sessment.

However, it is always preferable
to use the services of an experi-
enced professional in this field
whenever possible.

It is the responsible person’s
duty to ensure that the fire risk
assessment is conducted by a
competent person.

The "responsible person™ is
someone who has control, or
some degree of control, over
premises or fire-prevention
systems within premises.

If you are the responsible per-

any one time, including em-
ployees, visitors or members
of the public.

You should pay particular
attention to those who may
need special help to get out,
such as elderly or disabled
people or children.

You must:

- carry out a fire-risk assess-
ment and identify possible
dangers and risks.

- think about who might be
at particular risk - you may
have disabled employees, or
people who work with haz-
ardous materials such as
chemicals or volatile fluids.
- remove the risk from fire,
as far as reasonably possible
- put in place fire precau-
tions and routines to deal

this is incorporated into train-
ing and fire drills.

- record your findings and re-
view them regularly.

The responsible person can
appoint some other competent
person to do the actual fire risk
assessment, but he or she is still
responsible in law.

In many premises and situa-
tions achieving fire safety is
likely to be a matter of com-
mon sense providing the re-
sponsible person makes enough
time available to go through all
the necessary steps.

The enforcing authority, which
is usually the local fire author-
ity, must be satisfied with your
safety measures and plans.

If not, they will tell you what
you need to do. If they find
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escape if there is a fire.

The people you should think
about include anyone who
might be on your premises at

tion if you use or store flam-
mable or explosive materials
- produce a plan to deal with
emergencies and ensure that

or close them down altogether
until you have dealt with the
potential problems.

The Consequence of Non-Compliance

The local Fire and Rescue Au-
thority are the enforcing authority
for the Fire Safety Order for most
premises.

In other words your local fire
station will be responsible for
monitoring and ensuring that all
local businesses and affected
premises carry out the necessary
procedures and they will eventu-
ally get around to auditing all
these premises.

The fire safety officer will expect
to see a copy of your Fire Risk
Assessment when they audit your
premises.

The will also expect to see records
showing that regular fire system
checks and servicing has been
carried out and that regular fire
drills take place.

Failure to comply with any re-

quirement of the FSO could result
in an enforcement notice being
served, personal prosecution of
the responsible person or even, in
extreme cases, imprisonment.

Most Fire Authorities will main-
tain a register of premises that
they have served enforcement
notices on or taken prosecution
action against.

This register will be maintained
for up to three years and be pub-
licly available which may impact
on your reputation or business.

Non compliance with the Order
may also invalidate your building
insurance.

The FSO is still only two years
old but already offences under the
Order are being referred to higher
courts with fines in excess of
£250,000 for serious offences.

It is interesting to note that in
nearly all prosecution cases so far
no fire risk assessment had been
conducted on the premises.

Ignorance of the Order will be no
defence and it is still estimated
that 80% of business are un-
aware of the change in legisla-
tion and the requirement to con-
duct a fire risk assessment.

Employers and responsible per-
sons have an unconditional re-
sponsibility for the safety of em-
ployees, visitors and fire safety
precautions within their premises.

In the event of a fire, claim or
intended prosecution, the respon-
sible person must demonstrate
that he took all reasonable precau-
tions to avoid the offence.

CoverdlLetProperty

Call us 0800 9707 172
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Cl‘imson InveStmentS Property Investment — the easy way !

*Low deposit down deals.

We offer the following services:

*Discounts of 15%-20% of Below Market Value property.
*Re-sale and Refurbished properties available across the UK.
*Tenanted and empty properties - ideal investments.

*Specialist Mortgage Brokers & Solicitors.

*Our ‘Ready to Let Service’ — furnishing packages.
*Appointing the letting agents.

*Continuing support with your property after purchase.

Crimson deal with all of the day-to-day issues involved in purchasing your property, so you truly are an armchair investor.
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Landlords and the Fire Safety Order

Through this legislation land-
lords of certain premises will
find themselves with more
responsibilities than was previ-
ously the case.

As has been explained already,
the Regulatory Reform (Fire
Safety) Order 2005 (FSO)
consolidates existing fire
safety legislation relating to
commercial premises into this
one piece of legislation.

The FSO also covers domestic
properties, HMOs, flats, hos-
tels etc where there are com-
mon parts shared between dif-
ferent dwellings. For example,
common hallways and stair-
wells of blocks of self-
contained flats.

The FSO places duties on the
person having control of the
property to have fire precau-
tions in place, to make sure the
property is safe and to regu-
larly carry out fire risk assess-
ments.

When a property is a licensed
HMO the fire risk assessment
needs to be recorded in writ-
ing.

There is a cross-over with fire
safety requirements under the
Housing Act 2004.

Local authorities
(Environmental Health and
Building Control Depart-
ments) will usually agree some
sort of protocol with the Fire
and Rescue Service.

This will set-out who takes the
lead in relation to fire safety in
a particular property, be this
commercial or residential.
Often the local authority will
take the lead in all residential
properties, except commercial
premises such as offices, shops
and industrial premises, hos-
tels, bed & breakfast accom-
modation, hotels and residen-
tial accommodation that shares
an entrance with commercial
business— here the Fire and
Rescue Service will usually
take the lead.

It is helpful for occupiers and
responsible persons where the
Fire and Rescue Service and
the local authority can agree
common fire precautions that
will act as a guide for the ma-
jority of properties.

There are some guidance
documents available at present
from CLG. These are:

- A short guide to making your
premises safe from fire, and

- Fire Safety Risk Assessment
sleeping accommodation
Landlords of multi-occupied
commercial premises, depend-
ing on the lease agreements,
may find themselves jointly
responsible for the management
of the building.

Here, tenants will be responsible
for fire safety and risk assess-
ments for their own individual
units and staff.

But the landlord, (or the manag-
ing agent) is responsible for the
common areas and the common
fire alarm system, plus annual
servicing of fire fighting equip-
ment and gas systems etc.

In his co-ordinating role with
the responsible persons there-
fore, the landlord should set-out
procedures such as regular tests,
checks and servicing of equip-
ment and the documentation of
these, plus the co-ordination and
monitoring of all the individual
risk assessments.

Where tenants fail to complete a
satisfactory risk assessment the
landlord may be faced with
bringing in a professional and
charging the cost back to the
tenant—after all the safety of
the whole building may other-
wise be compromised.

CoverdlLetProperty

Call us 0800 9707 172

Useful Links:

Regulatory Reform (Fire
Safety) Order 2005

Fire Gateway—
Government Site

Fire Safety—Sleeping
Accommodation

A Short Guide to Making
your Premises safe from
Fire

Fire Safety Protocol is-
sued jointly by LACORS

Prevention and Detec-
tion—Fire Safety in Busi-
ness Premises—Norfolk
Fire Service

© LandlordZONE Newsletter - October 2008
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Rent Guarantee & Legal Protection

e Legal Costs Covered up to £25,000 ¢ Free Legal Helpline
* Rent Arrears Covered up to £10,000 (£2,500 monthly limit)
e Excess—Only 1 Month’s Rent Arrears (or sum of deposit if higher)

The LandlordCare policy underwritten by AXA should start with the commencement of a
new Tenancy Agreement which must start no more than 31 days after the Credit Checks &

Referencing. Cover can only be granted to landlords who, for each tenant, have obtained
a comprehensive credit check and referencing from a licensed credit referencing company
showing no outstanding County Court Judgements. (see terms & Conditions)

The policy cost is £131.00 for 12 months cover. With a TenantVERIFY® comprehen-
sive check this cost is discounted to £116.56

Review: The Apprentice Property Master—Paul Torrisi—How to Books

The Apprentice Property
Master—Paul Torrisi—
published by How to Books

I admit to being sceptical
when | received this book —
after all what can one of Alan
Sugar’s apprentices know
about letting property ? —
presumptuously calling him-
self a “Property Master”

Well | was pleasantly sur-
prise, finding myself reading
it from cover to cover. The
book reads more like a story
than the average how to book.
And an interesting story it is.

Paul obviously has had quite
a lot of experience in business
and as a landlord, in the tradi-
tional sense, not just as an
armchair speculative investor.

He started like a lot of us long
suffering landlords, rolling up
his sleeves and diving in at
the bottom end of the mar-
ket—Dbuying low cost housing
and providing essential ac-
commaodation for Housing
Benefit and working people.

He eventually explains how
he moves up into the more
speculative end of property

Forthcoming Reviews
November 2008—How to Avoid Tax on Foreign Property —-Book—Carl Bayley—published by

Tax Café

investment, but for me the
latter section lacks the interest
and thoroughness of the ear-
lier ones. Being in the market
early he builds up his experi-
ence and collateral in a pro-
gressive way over a period of
time and incrementally takes
advantage of the rising
prices—the safe way to do it.

A worthwhile read, especially
for newbies who want to learn
how it’s done the safe way.
Particularly useful in this
current climate.

Tom Entwistle, Editor

December 2008—Property Makeover Price Guide 2nd Ed—Organising and Budgeting for
home improvers and developers based on the professional price guides used by chartered survey-

ors—published by BCIS / RICS

January 2009—The Buy To Let Manual—Book—Tony Booth—3rd Edition—A clear and
concise guide for the landlord written by an experienced letting agent—How to Books

Money Back Mortgages

In 2006 www.moneybackmortgages.com was set up to give consumers like
you an impartial service where you can search for and arrange your next mort-
gage with the added benefit of receiving 50% of the commission received by us.

The website has proved particularly helpful for Buy to Let landlords who gen-
erally remortgage on a regular basis to lower their monthly mortgage costs. With
interest rates increasing, here is a way of lowering your remortgage costs.

If you arrange your next Buy To Let mortgage through us you can expect to re-
ceive on average £337.09 per property**.

** This represents the commission payable to clients who have arranged a Buy
to Let mortgage though us. Correct as of October 2007.
MoneyBackMortgages.com is a trading style of Quay FS Limited, which is authorised
and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

Registered in England and Wales Company Number 5772066. Think carefully before securing other debts against your
home. Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage.

© LandlordZONE Newsletter - October 2008
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{Landlord Manager

Whether you are a landlord
with a portfolio of 2 or 3
properties or have several
hundred properties in any
number of portfolios, there
is a Landlord Manager
solution for you.

Available in Pro and Pre-
mium versions along with a
web site add-on to promote
your business, Landlord
Manager will grow with
you as your portfolio grows.

The software requires no
accounting knowledge and
uses a simple income/
expenditure approach in a
simple familiar windows/

October 2008

spreadsheet style inter-
face, making it very
easy to navigate around.

Modules included are
based on the version
required and include a
Property Centre, Tenant
Centre, Tax Centre,
Performance Views,
Banking, Dairy and
Alert Centre and a Pro-
ject and Work Order Centre.

If you are still using a paper
based system or messy
spreadsheets you need to
take advantage of a software
package that won’t only
keep track of your fi-

nances but also help you
with your day to day man-
agement tasks giving you a
total solution for managing
your portfolio.

Landlord Manager

Energy Performance Certificates (EPC)

In association with

Connells

The LandlordZONE Partner Programme offers EPCs UK nationwide using the
Connells' approved surveyor panel at a standard cost of £75 plus VAT.

For a fast, convenient and trustworthy service click

Forthcoming Issues—LandlordZONE Newsletter...

November 2008—Energy
Performance Certificates
(EPC) As the EPC became a
legal requirement for all resi-
dential lettings from October
2008 this is a topical issue. In
addition we will provide in-
formation about grants and
incentives available to land-
lords to improve the Energy
Performance ratings of their
properties.

December 2008—Successful

Strategy & Goal Setting for
2009—Develop a successful
investment strategy—set
some powerful goals for suc-
cess with the help of this ex-
perience motivational coach -
Yvonne Emery Coaching

January 2008—Kate Faulk-
ner of Designs on Property

on Using Letting Agents for
Belvoir. Landlords can bene-
fit considerably from the pro-
fessional expertise of agents,

© LandlordZONE Newsletter - October 2008

but there are many trips and
traps to look out for.

February 2008—Training
for Landlords and Letting
Agents—The Guild of Let-
ting and Management have
long been associated with
running quality training and
recognized courses and prop-
erty management qualifica-
tions for letting agents and
landlords.

Coverd
LetProperty
Call us

0800 9707 172

Connells
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Discount Letting

Discount Letting—a forward thinking team, we’ve been offering a range of letting ser-
vices to the UK landlords for years—from a full Management Service to a Tenant Find
Service, we offer UK landlords a service to suit your needs.

Over time we have been able to fine tune the processes we’ve put in place—we offer a
smooth, hassle-free system.

- Low cost fixed fee structure for our Tenant Find Service.

- Full Management Service set at a 6% fee which is an extremely competitive
rate for a comprehensive management service covering England and Wales.

Call 020 8 697 0984 to speak to Agent or visit www.discountletting.co.uk

Fire Safety—in Domestic Rental Premises & HMOs

National Guidance on Fire Safety in domestic premises has been developed by LACORS
in conjunction with the Chartered Institute of Environmental Health (CIEH) and the Chief
Fire Officers Association (CFOA). Officials in Communities and Local Government (CLG)
have also provided considerable technical support and the guidance contains a foreword from
the Fire and Housing Ministers in CLG.

The guidance will apply nationally and covers certain existing residential accommodation
including single family dwellings, shared houses, bedsits and flats. It is not aimed at new
housing built to modern Building Regulations.

The guidance adopts a risk based approach to fire safety that will satisfy both the Housing Act
2004 and the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005. It includes guidance to landlords
on how to carry out a fire risk assessment.

The guidance will be equally relevant to landlords, managing agents, local councils and fire
and rescue authorities. The guidance will apply to both the private and social housing sectors
moving away from the prescriptive approach sometimes taken in the past. The guidance will
underpin the Fire Safety Protocol (click here) issued jointly by LACORS, CFOA, CIEH,
NLA and the National HMO Network in May 2007, which is already providing a framework
for partnership working between councils and fire and rescue authorities.

A major independent Review of the Private Rental Sector (PRS) funded by HM Govern-
ment has been published. The PRS Review included detailed secondary analysis of data on
private renting, and an extended series of stakeholder meetings that took place between Janu-
ary and April 2008. The Review covered buy-to-let, institutional investment, professionalism,
property quality, the legal structure for tenancies, homeless households, and ‘problem’ private
renting. The report concludes with a series of recommended “policy directions of travel’.

Total Fire Services—Fire Safety Consultants

Fire Risk Assessment is now the Law
ARE YOU COMPLYING WITH THE FIRE SAFETY ORDER 2005?
It is now a legal requirement for Responsible Persons to conduct a fire risk assessment. We pro-
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Discount Letting

Coverd
LetProperty

Call us
0800 5707 172

vide Total Fire Safety Solutions to suit your premises and budget

FIND OUT IF YOU ARE AT RISK!

Arrange a FREE consultation and quotation contact us on 01204 844278 or visit our web site.
- Fire risk assessments & reviews

- Fire alarm, emergency lighting, CCTV installation/maintenance

- Complete security systems and solutions

- We guarantee to beat any installation quote by 10% tf.)ta |fl rese rvices

- We guarantee to beat any annual maintenance fees by at least 25%

)
R/

www.totalfireservicesltd.co.uk/
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Content for this issue
provided by:

Darren Baird DMS, MI-
FireE, MIFSM of Total
Fire Service (Services)
Limited.

All their fire safety con-
sultants are from exten-
sive fire service back-
grounds with industry
recognised qualifications.

Initial consultations and
on-site advice on meeting
your legal requirements
under the FSO are free.
01204 844278
totalfireservicesltd.co.uk
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ultiple Insurance
Quotations are just a
click away!

Coverd
LetProperty

Call us
O08D0 5707 172

Cover4LetProperty.co.uk specialises in insurance for residential and commercial land-
lords. By inputting simple details of your property or portfolio just once onto the
Cover4LetProperty online quote form, you can access up to five quotes instantly.

Cover4LetProperty.co.uk is a trading style of Alan Blunden & Co. Ltd. Insurance bro-
kers, who arranged over 40,000 insurance policies for landlords in the UK.

Cover4LetProperty.co.uk uses a panel of insurers, selecting the most appropriate ones
for your property.

Or you can call Cover4LetProperty.co.uk on 0800 9 70 71 72 and we will quote you with-
out obligation for your single property or portfolio.

Cover4LetProperty.co.uk is able to offer cover for: Residential flats, houses—
Commercial shops, offices, Industrial units, Vacant properties, Blocks of flats, Bed-sits,
DSS, asylum seekers, students, Holiday homes, etc.

Save time and money — use Cover4lLetProperty.co.uk
specialists in landlord property insurance.

AccommodationforStudents.com
The UK'’s leading web site for Students and Student Landlords

Landlords:

« Advertise your properties quickly and easily, for just £5 per prop-
erty per month. (Discounts are available for bulk uploads and long
advertising periods).

« Include images, maps, features, pricing, contact details, and more
» We display performance reports and track the enquiries made by

Property Tax Portal was founded in September 2003 by Amer Siddig who is the man-
: aging director of the parent company Tax Portal Ltd. Amer, a

former IT professional and property investor himself, is sup-
R T

ported by a team of highly qualified tax professionals. They pro-
ax duce the highly successful Landlords Property Tax Manager

Software and now run regular Tax Seminars for Landlords and
L [ Property Investors. The website is packed full of useful informa-
tion and products to help minimise your tax payments.

I andlordZONE® - Helping Landlords since 1999 - a website for landlords, letting agents & tenants

If you would prefer not to receive these e-mails please click the UNSUBSCRIBE link at the bottom of
every e-mail newsletter we send out.. Articles in all our publications are general information only and
don’t cover every case or issue. We try to keep information accurate and up-to-date but we cannot guarantee
this is always the case. Always seek expert professional advice before making or not making decisions.
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